CMS 4810

Women & the Arts/Bonner
Story and Plot in Citizen Kane
Narrative & Narration
Introduction to Film/Bonner

The Color Purple (Steven Spielberg, 1985; 152 mins.)

Screenplay: Menno Meyjes (novel: Alice Walker)

Producers: Quincy Jones, Kathleen Kennedy, Frank Marshall, Steven Spielberg

Cinematographer: Allen Daviau

Editor: Michael Kahn

Production Designer: J. Michael Riva

Original music: Quincy Jones, et alia

Abstract (from IMDB.com):

This film follows the life of Celie, a young black girl growing up in the early 1900's. The first time we see Celie, she is 14—and pregnant by her father. We stay with her for the next 30 years of her tough life... 

OR:

Based on Alice Walker's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Color Purple, Steven Spielberg's 1985 movie of the same name is a tender depiction of an African-American woman's journey to selfhood in the midst of male and white oppression in the South of the 1930's. Whoopi Goldberg, in her first film role, plays the cowering Celie, who has been sexually and emotionally abused by men as long as she can remember. After giving birth to two of her father's own children, she is married off to the violent and egoistic “Mister”/Albert (Danny Glover) who, when he is not beating or raping her, barely acknowledges her. Despite her animal-like status, Celie's relationships with women progressively allow her to emerge as a fully expressed person.

Cast:

Celie (Whoopi Goldberg) 

Albert (Danny Glover) 

Shug Avery (Margaret Avery) 

Sofia (Oprah Winfrey) 

Harpo (Willard E. Pugh) 

Swain (Laurence Fishburne) 

Squeak (Rae Dawn Chong) 
Nettie (Akosua Busia)

Bennett (George Henare)  

Old Mr. (Adolph Caesar) 

Miss Millie (Dana Ivey) 

Pa (Leonard Jackson) 

Grady (Bennet Guillory) 

Reverend Samuel (Carl Anderson)

Corrine (Susan Beaubian)

Questions for Discussion:

1.  Pay attention to how gender roles are defined and re-defined in The Color Purple—the film and the novel. What's "traditional"? What deviates from the norm?

2.  Compare and contrast Spielberg's film with Walker's novel. What are some of the big changes made in the film adaptation? What remained in both novel & film? Why do you think Spielberg made those decisions? Do you agree or disagree with the choices? Be prepared to discuss at least 2 examples of differences between novel and film.

3.  How are issues of silence and voice examined in film & novel? Give examples from both texts.

4.  What moments of women-centered community do you find in the film & the novel? Give examples from both texts.

5.  What stereotypes of gender, race, class, and sexuality emerge in the film & the novel? Which stereotypes are countered? Give examples from both texts.

